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Your Excellency President of the General Assembly,
Mr. Secretary-General,

Excellencies,

Colleagues,

| thank you very much for convening this event &ordkeeping the focus of
Member States on the Ebola outbreak in West Africa.

| apologize that | am unable to be with you todapeérson -- | made my sixth
visit to the West Africa region recently and justurned last week -- now | am
visiting potential supporters in order to try tolize more assistance.

We have heard how the outbreak has had a devagstamgact in West Africa
but we have also heard positive news. Mali wasaded this week free of
Ebola -- yet another example, after Nigeria, DeratciRepublic of Congo and
Senegal.

We have also heard how the outbreak is evolvingdaméhishing in the three
most affected countries. In fact, week by weekiticelence of new cases is
dropping.

The outbreak feels different now; it is no longesiragle outbreak spreading
from a central point. It is a collection of micootbreaks, each with its own
character and specific needs.

Mr. President,

It is like when you kick the logs from a campfiteaving only scattered embers.
Some are burning hot; others are dying out. owiith the Ebola outbreak.

As the outbreak has evolved, so has the respdhsefocused on being nimble,
flexible and adaptable. It is responding to theceadeonditions of densely
populated urban areas, rural communities and beaeas.



Within the response, we are all committed to treppeople with Ebola and
increasingly to hunting the virus wherever it isihd through rigorous case
finding and contact tracing.

As we have heard, we are looking to the end obtlibreak, to supporting swift
recovery. Schools, markets, businesses need toakopen safely, health
systems being built back stronger in the affectaehtries and beyond.

We are looking forward to an important conferenomtly organized by the
European Union and the United Nations on March Brurssels where the
current state of the outbreak and the responseelhas recovery will be
considered.

Thousands of people are involved in this extra@dimesponse, patient
attendants, nurses and doctors, those who mowadkéo hospitals, those who
bury the dead. Most are from the affected counthaadreds of thousands of
people, all committed, all working hard, often waith a day off, without time
off at all.

Many are volunteers from abroad, we have hearbeoéktraordinary response
of ECOWAS, and of the African Union, and of inteiinaal NGOs. All are
working under very difficult and dangerous condigo

| am pleased also to report that many of the daations and partner
organizations continue to be engaged and to wamtlim They realize that the
outbreak will not be over until the last case hasrbidentified and treated.
They realize that Ebola will not be gone in anyrm@oyuntil it is gone from
every country. They want to coordinate.

The Secretary-General's Global Ebola responsetmalkontinues to meet
each week, it has just had meeting number 14 gmakijust produced the
“Outlook 2015 Report”.

The “Overview of Needs and Requirements” for the $ydtem has just been
updated and it will be released tomorrow. It shtved the UN system
continues to need funds. As the Secretary-Gesard) his Multi-partner Trust
Fund is very active. It has already distributeth® whole system more than
US $100 million. It is an enormously valuable istraent, it needs to be
refilled.

We have heard how neighbouring countries are pdatiy vulnerable, and the
international system is working closely with thempreparedness.



There are a number of requirements for gettingeto zases, as Ismail Ould
Cheikh Ahmed has pointed out.

Let’'s make certain that communities are at thereesftthe continued effort,
that skilled people are where they are most nedtlaticoordination led by
national governments and supported by internatierpérts is fully effective.

Let’'s make certain that there is real-time inforimaiand data on epidemiology
and on anthropology and that we get the matemantial support, medical
evacuation facilities, treatment, comfort, safégistics and transport for all
responders.

Looking forward Mr. President, it will be necesstryearn lessons.
Recriminations are counter-productive but it wal recessary to understand
whether this outbreak could have been respondqditier, with less cost and
less suffering.

The World Health Organization will initiate a spa&csession of its Executive
board on January 25 to start looking at how fuglobal health emergencies
can be handled with better efficiency and effectess.

Mr. President,

| thank you again for this important event. | aetighted to have had the
chance to address the General Assembly.

Thank you.
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